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We will cover six topics  

ÅBackground 

ÅSearch strategy & 

organization  

ÅImages of our search 

ÅAchievements 

ÅClosing the case  

ÅPolicy 

recommendations 



Background  



Steve Fossett was one of the 

greatest adventurers of all time  

ÅSwam to Alcatraz in college 

ÅClimbed the highest peaks on 6 of 7 
continents 

ÅCompleted the Iditarod sled dog race 

ÅSwam the English Channel 

ÅCompeted in Le Mans & the ParisðDakar 

Å1st solo balloon circumnavigation;  

 received Explorers Club Explorers Medal 

ÅFirst solo non-stop unrefueled 
circumnavigation in a plane 

ÅRolex Yachtsman of the Year 

ÅPresident of the BSA National Eagle Scout 
Association 

ÅHolder of 100+ flying, airship and soaring 
records 

 

Steve Fossett,  

Medalist &  

Fellow of the  

Explorers Club  



Steve Fossett was remarkable  
 

ÅA 63 year old adventurer and businessman 
focused on planning, achievement & success 

ÅGood physical--mental condition 

ÅA ñby the bookò flier who ñkept higher safety 
margins than most,ò but not a ñgreat stick and 
rudder manò 

ÅReportedly had reason to be distracted on this 
flight 

ÅNormally did not fly low, but did on  

 this flight; had abt. 40-100 hrs 

  in this plane over 8-12 months here 

ÅHad climbed in Wassuks & Sierras 
ÅLast seen as shown, saying:  
 ñIôm going down the 395 corridorò or   
 ñIôm going out to play for awhileò 

 
 

 

 



Steve mysteriously disappeared 

in September 2007  

ÅDeparted from the Flying M 
Ranch, 3 Sept 2007, near 
Yerington, NV 

ÅApparently just a recreational 
flight, NOT searching for site 
for new land speed record 

ÅLast ñconfirmedò position abt.  

 9-11 am, S of Walker Lake 
and SW of Hawthorne, 30 
miles SE of Flying M 

ÅExpected to return to Flying M 
location, no flight plan (& none 
required) 

ÅSAR eventually focused on  
 30-50 mile radius  



The maximum search area covered much of 

the West and over 630,000 sq. miles  



The 2007 search  

area included  

two states and 

20,000 sq. mi.  
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