
The Search for the  

Lost Ghost Town 

of Judge Harry Toulmin 



Today we will cover  

three topics 

1. Overview of Toulminôs life 

2. Arrest of Aaron Burr 

3. Expeditions to find Washington CH 



1. Overview of the Life of 

Judge Harry Toulmin 



Å 1766-1823 

Å Born England, fled persecution 
as Unitarian minister in 1793 

Å Pres. of first college W of the 
Appalachians 

Å Secôy of State of KY 

Å Codified the laws of KY, MS and 
AL, created ñToulminôs Digestò 

Å Author of ñThe Western 
Countryò 

Å Appointed by Thos. Jefferson 
as Territorial Judge for what is 
now southern Alabama 

Å State legislator from 
Washington Co. 

Å Died in Washington Court 
House, Washington Co., AL 

Judge Harry Toulmin was one of 

the founders of Alabama 



No known  

contemporary 

portrait exists,  

but this is  

one artistôs view 



His judicial territory was vastð 

he rode 1600 miles a year to serve it 

Location of St. Stephens & 

Washington Court House 



He bought a large tract near  

Ft. Stoddart on the Mobile River 



He believed strongly in  

serving the public interest 


