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Topics Today:  



The real Bali Hai: Ambae 



Espiritu 
Santo 

Efate 

AMBAE 

Tanna 

Maewo 

Pentecost 

Images of Ambae 

23 miles 



I was raised on the movie music of “South Pacific”… 

…and later loved the book and play 



Images of Bali Hai 

Movie versions above 

Play versions above 

Real “Bali Hai” in distance 



New Hebrides 
played a key role 
in World War II 



Air and sea power 
were projected 
from Espiritu Santo 
and Efate 

9/1943 



James Michener was stationed on 
Espiritu Santo and visited Ambae 

Huge US naval 
and air base 

Espiritu 
Santo 

Ambae/ 
“Bali Hai” 



I first visited Ambae in 2001… 

Chief Charlie Bani at 
Nanako Village, Ambae 

Brigantine Soren Larsen 



…and launched an 
expedition in 2013 

Expedition goals: 

 
 Solve plane mystery 

 
 View pig-killing (as 

in the “Tales…”) 
 

 Evaluate volcano 



Proofs re 
the plane 

August Matthew Aru saw 
the crash on May 17, 1944 

Re-creating a Corsair at museum in Aus 



Lt. John E. 
Date, USMC 



Pig-killing is the key chiefly ceremony 





Let’s see 3 
short videos of 
this ceremony 

1. Drummers (note T-shirts & shorts):  15 secs 

2. Women & chiefs dancing (note pigs):  40 secs 

3. Blacked-out recording of nite dance & chant 
(note lantern):  40 secs 

 



  Ambae volcano is very dangerous 





It has a history of eruptions… 

…and the 2017-8 eruption may 
lead to the end of “Bali Hai” 

 1575 eruption 
 1670 explosive eruption 
 1718 flank explosion 
 1870 eruption 
 1914 earthquake 
 1995 lake de-gassing 
 2005 major eruption & 

evacuation 
 2006 lake color change 

blue to red 
 2011 minor eruption 
 2017-8 major eruption & 

total evacuation 



The John Frum cult 



Vanuatu and Tanna 

Espiritu 
Santo 

Efate 

Ambae 

TANNA 

Maewo 

Pentecost 

Prince 
Philip tribe 

John Frum 
cult 



The John Frum/Brum cargo cult is pro-USA  



Chief states that “John Broom” will sweep 
the world clean 



The end of the world will be brought on by 
American aid… 

Uh, oh! 



The Prince Philip tribe 



Was Prince Philip really born in Greece?  

High Admiral of the Royal Navy 
Captain-General of the Royal Marines 
Marshall of the Royal Air Force 
Marshall of the Royal Army 
Royal Knight of the Garter 
Knight of the Thistle 
KGC of the British Empire 
Companion, Order of Canada 
Royal Victorian Chain 
KGC of Order of the Queen of Sheba 
KGC of Order of Condor of the Andes 
KGC of the Order of the Elephant  
Order of Muhammad (Morocco) 
Order of New Zealand 
Order of Maritime Merit,  Port of SFO 
 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Earl of Merionith 
Baron Greenwich 
96 years old 
22,219 solo  public  appearances 
251 official  foreign visits 
814 charities 
Pres of World Wildlife Fund UK 
Pres of the English Speaking Union 
Co-founder, Inter-Faith Dialog 
Pres, Royal Society of Arts 
75 prizes and medals, including the 
Silver Wink  Cambridge Award 
 
 

 



Perhaps Philip was born in Tanna… 

…he certainly is a God there! 



Will Philip be 
reincarnated 
on Tanna? 



Prince Charles was recently made a chief 
of Prince Philip tribe 



    Tank Yu Tumas!   
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