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by Lew Toulmin




We will cover four topics:

%

*» The ancestry of Judge Toulmin
* The life of Judge Toulmin

* Mollie Henshaw and her family
The love letters
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The Ancestry of Judge Toulmin




Harry TOLLMIN Judge of the Miss. Terr.
hd. ¥ Sep 1766, Taunton, Saomerset, England
dd. 11 Bow 1823, AL (nearWashington Ct House)

George Abbot TOULMIN
Commissioner of Eevenue, Maohile Co., AL
bd. 23 Oct 1888, Mobile, AL

Harry had a dd. 7 Aug 1976, Villa Mercy, Daphne, Baldwin Co., AL
distinguished
ancestry

Llewellyn Morgan TOLLMIN Ph.D.
bd. 1951, Maohile, Mabile Co., AL
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The Life of Judge Toulmin



Harry was born 3 March 1835

* In Toulminville, founded by his father

Educated at private schools, entered the
University of Alabama at age 16

« Additional study at the Univ. of VA and LA

« Studied the law and began to practice in 1860 in
New Orleans

« At the start of war, enlisted as private in 22nd
Alabama Infantry



Harry fought at Shiloh,
Murfreesboro,
Chickamauga & Atlanta...
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...was wounded 3 times and rose
to Colonel & acting Brigadier General



Harry wrote a classic
account of the battle

of Chickamauga A

It was at this point the command of the regiment
devolved upon me, Major Hart having been previously
wounded. The Twenty-second Alabama rushed
forward with a yell and drove the enemy in dismay
from his strong position. Here it captured two pieces of
cannon and the tattered remnants of a stand of

colors. ..
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The Excalibur of the Toulmin clan

US cavalry sword captured at the
Battle of Chickamauga, Sept. 19, 1863
by Captain Harry Toulmin, CSA



Harry was a Presidential Elector
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The Mobile ratification meeting was & grand
eucccen. The Hegisfer saya 1t was evident that
in the coming canvaes the white men of Mobils,
at lenst, will move in solid phnlanxin the consti-
tutional ranhks, B3Mr, Daniel Wheeler was chosen
President, and Mr, Ilarry T, Toulmin Secretary,
tpeeches were mado by Admural Sommes, Col,
Herodon, Judge Jones, Mon. Percy Walkor,
Major Bt. Paul, and olliér prominent Democrats,
The {following resolution was unanimously
adopted :

Leplied, That wo, the people of Mobile, do
cordially endoreo and ratity the nomination, by

the Democratic National Couvention, of {Ioratio Gov. of NY
Revmour lor I'resident and I'rank I', Blalr for Democratic
Yice Prcaident, Candidate for Pres.

— e N S o e T
NO LA Times 16 Jul 1868 Lost to US Grant
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The Great
Bingville Fair
was held at
the Toulmin
house




Harry was active in civic affairs

State legislator, elected 1870

Senior Warden, Trinity
Episcopal Church

Trustee of AL Med College &
on Board of Mobile YMCA

Judge of State Circuit Court
1874-1885

Federal Judge for the L\
Southern District of Alabama
1886-1916




Harry’s voter registration




Harry’s service qualifies his

relatives to membership in at least
five genealogical societies

.
FEDER

Sons Children jilitary Order  Antebellum
of Confed.  of the Order of the Bench
Veterans Confederacy  of Blue & Gray  and

Stars & Bars Bar



Mollie Henshaw & Family



Mollie was from a

distinguished family, also

 Born in Willow Banks, VA on 4 Jan 1850

« Descendant of Captain David Henshaw of the
Continental Line

* Joined DAR in 1905 based on Capt. Henshaw

* Niece of Hon. David Henshaw,
Secretary of the Navy

« Step-daughter of Judge

Rufus Campbell Torrey

of Claiborne, AL

;




Legend says that Union troops beat
Mollie’s favorite pony, “Sol”’




The Love Letters




The letters were
carried by river boat

between Claiborne &
Moblle

About 30 letters survive




The couple was very much in love
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They looked forward
to the wedding on 14 May 1869

17 Apr 1869



Bananas and oysters,
alive, alive-o

24 Feb 1869



The way of true love doth not
always run smooth
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The gossip of friends is not
always accurate
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“The Ring”
is still in the family




“Good, submissive’” Mollie will have four
bridesmaids at the small wedding
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Mollie, 9 Mar 1869
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They
lived

happily
ever after

Mollie, 7 Oct 1869



The letters give some hint of the
supposed ‘“grim” life of post-war

Mobile

30 Jan, 1869 an opera
a concert

3 Feb an opera
a tableaux
a party

8 Feb a play
an opera
a troupe

25 Feb an opera

No date a party



Judge Toulmin died 12 Nov 1916

JUDGE HARRY TOULMIN
SUMMONED BY DEATH

Mobile, Ala,, November 12.—Judge

Harry Theoph!lus Toulmin, TUnited
States court, southern’ district of Ala-
bama. died he:e tonight at 9 o’clock
at his home in Toulminville. He was
stricken with paralysis last Friday.
This December he would have - served
thirty years on the federal bench. Re-
cently he notificd President Wilson of
his intention to retire December 1, but
his resignation had not been accepted.

He was born in Toulminville March
4, 1835. At 16 he entered the Univer-
sity of Alabama and later took courses
at the Universities of YVirginia and
Louisiana. After practicing under the
code of Napolcon in New Orleans for
a year he returned to Alabama. ‘When
the civil war bioke out he entered it
as a privite and was dizzliarged as a
brigadier general.: .

Whzan this disirict was supplied with
the -federal court, President Cleveland
appointed him Jjudge in 1887. Since
that time he hdas served in the eircuit
court of appeails with federal judges
everywhere in the south except Texas.

His widow, Mrs. Mary M. Toulmin:
four nephews, seven nieces and other
relatives survive him. .




MMollie lived until March 1932
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fi As befits true sweethearts,
they are buried beside each other
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